
Wallingford Parks & Recreation Commission  
Special Meeting 

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, March 27, 2024 @ 5:30 PM 
6 Fairfield Blvd. Wallingford 
Room 4 Conference Room 

 
 
 
 
 

• Call Meeting to Order:  John Sullivan  called the meeting to order @ 5:30 pm 
 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
 

• Roll Call 
 
Commissioners in Attendance: Chairman John Sullivan, Vice Chairman Don Crouch, Lori Cooke-
Marra, Lars Edeen 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Steve Rossacci 
 
Recreation Department Staff Present:  Kenny Michaels 
 

• Approval of prior meeting(s) minutes (January 10, 2024) 
 

A motion was made by Don Crouch and seconded by Lori Cooke-Marra             

to approve the minutes from the January 10, 2024 meeting.  Vote:  Unanimous 

• Public Comment (10 minutes) 
 

• Wallingford LL Community Lake Field Proposal – Kenny Michaels (See attachment) 
 

Kenny introduced Joe Corso.  Joe serves as a board member for the Wallingford Little League. 

Kenny and Joe met with Lars Edeen approximately a month ago to discuss the possibility of 

renovating the Community Lake Little League field.  Joe wants to put in upgrades for the current 

field at Community Lake.  Community Lake is the only Little League field in town with lights.  Joe 

and Little League are proposing to expand the field to 190 feet with the double fence to make 

the field close to 200 feet and it will be eligible for post-season play for All-Stars.  Re-sod the 

entire field, irrigation to the field, press box (which is required to host All-Stars), field tools and a 

new score board are some of the improvements that are on the plans. 

     

John Sullivan mentioned that he wants to set up a meeting with Kenny and the two little league 

presidents to discuss this project in the near future. 

 



Joe stated that there are a couple phases to this project and also a Home Depot grant that is 

pending.  If the Home Depot grant is awarded, it will cover storage directly behind home plate, a 

press box and a concession stand.  The Home Depot grant will cover labor and materials.  Joe 

said that the concession stand will be part of the existing pavilion.  They are looking to take 10 

feet of the pavilion to build the concession stand where the fireplace is located.  There is little 

construction cost for the price of the concession stand.  John asked if they had an engineer for 

the project.  Joe stated that Juliano Associates have offered to donate their surveying services 

and engineering services to this project.  Joe said they are also pursuing other donations, and 

fundraising options.  Joe wants to reserve some money to be set aside to use for field 

maintenance over the next 20 years.  John confirmed with Joe that this project requires no 

funding from the town.  Joe’s goal is to get this project done quickly.  Field process will take 

about 2 ½ weeks to complete.  The Agricultural Science program at Lyman Hall will be involved 

with the maintenance of the field.  New dugouts are in the plans also.  John asked if the Home 

Depot Grant doesn’t get approved, is the project still going forward.  Joe said that it will still be 

going forward.  The Rec Commission supports this project.    

• Trails Work Group Projects Update – Scott Gray 
 

Kenny introduced Scott Gray.  Scott is a member of the Trails Work Group.  Scott is hands on 

with trail maintenance and trail re-routing.  Scott was asked to come to our meeting to give us 

an update on what they completed since the last meeting and what they are currently working 

on.  Scott brought the past three meeting minutes from the Trails Work Group meetings.  There 

are hundreds of volunteer hours that go into maintaining the trails in town.  Ferguson Woods is 

a trail that is unknow to most.  It is located on Dibble Edge Rd.  The Mayor has three goals for 

our trail system in town.  They are safety, increased use and a vehicle to bring people into our 

town.  Volunteers have designed kiosks for our trails and they are ready to start building them.  

 A re-route at Ferguson Woods is needed and also a bog bridge needs to be built.  Some of the 

trails have a lot or erosion due to the excessive rain we had this winter.  Lori mentioned that 

Lyman Hall agricultural program should be contacted for additional volunteer help.  In February 

the local newspaper came out and interviewed the Trails Work Group because they were out 

taking pictures because of the storm damage the state was experiencing. Signs were posted at 

some of the trails that were being re-routed because of the swampy condition of the trail.  An 

alternate route was available.  A full Trails Work Group member meeting was held a couple 

weeks ago.  A representative from each individual user group was present.  Scott said that when 

he is out on the trails, he stops and talks to the users to see what they like and dislike about the 

trails.   

• Parks and Recreation Budget outlook for 2024-2025 fiscal year – John Sullivan 
 

Kenny said his budget meeting with the Mayor went well.  We do not currently have a 
coordinator for adaptive programs.  Kenny requested another full time Recreation Program 
Specialist position that will coordinate adaptive programs, health & fitness, Parks & Rec social 
media and website and generalized programming and events.   Also, Kenny asked for another 



part-time Maintainer position.  Pat Wall field needs work done to the exterior of the park.  
Kenny submitted for a Pat Wall Field Master Plan Design.   He also put in a request for 12-15 
more picnic tables.  The carpets at the Parks & Rec building need to be replace in the hallways.   
 

• Director Updates – Kenny Michaels (See attachment) 
 
 
Next Parks & Recreation Meeting Wednesday, May 8, 2024 
 
 
Motion to adjourn made by: Lori Cooke-Marra  Seconded  by Lars Edeen   Vote:  Unanimous 
 
Adjourned @ 7:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Loriann Ouellette 
Wallingford Parks & Recreation 
 
 
 
 



Recreation Commission  
Director’s Report March 13, 2024  

 
Programs/Events: 

• Tiny Bubble & Pop Shots registration kicked off on Monday Feb. 26th, 88 kids registered in the 
first day with M,W,F Pop Shots filling in 20 minutes.  New for 2024 we added a 3rd classroom for 
3-4 year olds due to large waitlists in 2023.  11 off 2023 total of 99 kids. 

• Summer Sizzlers Registration kicked off Monday March 4th and all 125 spots filled in 3 hours 

• Summer Playground Registration kicked off Monday March 11th for 3 locations: 
Fritz Session 1: 109     Session 2: 101 
Moses Y Beach Session 1: 66      Session 2: 69 
Stevens: 87      Session 2: 85 

• Shawn Keogh Recreation Program Specialist and Kenny Michaels Director of Parks and 
Recreation recently completed the 36 credits to earn their certificate as a Certified Municipal 
Official (CMO) through the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities.  

• 2024 Winter Programs (December 16th – March 1st) 

116 Total Activities 

20 Canceled 

83% Running Rate 

2012 Participants 

Weber/Gannon Total: 623 (up from 602 in 2022-2034) 

  
Projects/Facilities: 

• Recently had fence repairs completed at Pragemann Park around the perimeter of the quad 
(Fields 1-4) repairing any disconnected piping, replaced all curling and aging fence fabric.  Work 
completed by Cornerstone Fence and repairs paid out of the Pragemann Park Endowment fund.  
Total Cost: $10,840 

• Recently held the annual Spring-Summer Field users group meeting for field usage amongst 
adult and youth leagues for the upcoming season.  February 15th was all baseball/softball field 
usage.  February 22nd was soccer and lacrosse.  All meeting went extremely well with all league 
needs being met for the 2024 seasons. 

• Received quotes on the shoreline land clearing at community lake.  Weather has not been 
cooperative to schedule the work for completion. STILL AWAITING THE WEATHER TO 
COOPERATE AND THE GROUND TO BE SAFE ENOUGH TO PUT THE MACHINERY ON TO DO THE 
PROJECT. 

• Working with Wallingford Little League on the installation of (2) scoreboards at Vietnam 
Veterans Park.  Funded through ARPA money received by the league.  SCORE BOARDS HAVE 
BEEN ORDERED BY WLL.  NEED TO COORDINATE THE POLE INSTALLATION WITH WALLINGFORD 
ELECTRIC DIVISION. 

• Winter project currently ongoing by Parks and Recreation Department’s Part Time Maintainers 
have been painting the interior hallways, classrooms and door frames of the Parks and 
Recreation Department.   

• Departmental Budget Meeting with the Mayor was on March 7th.  The department presented a 
budget of $1,206,375 for fiscal year 2024-2025. 

• Working with Mike Papale III and Vanessa at the Health Department on installation of 8 
additional AED’s to be installed into our Park Systems and Athletic Fields.   



Locations to be: 
Fishbein Gazebo/Train Station 
West Side Field (2) 
Doolittle Park 
Harrison Park 
Vietnam Veterans Park (2) 
Pat Wall Field 

• Awaiting Date for Classic Turf to come back this early spring to paint the Doolittle Basketball 
Courts 

• Awaiting Date from the Dog Lovers Association for when the contractor will be back Early Spring 
to complete the water fountain completion. 

• Working with Town Engineering Dept. and Town’s fencing contractor on gated fence to be 
installed to the left of the Dog Park where engineering had the rivers edge cleared.   

 
Upcoming – 

• Look to extend dugouts at Prag Fields 1-4 using Prag Endowment (Summer 2024) 

• Discuss Potential Landscape Design Project for Dutton 

• Discuss Lufbury Pavilion and Playground upgrades in current 2023-2024 budget 
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